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The cost of powering your home rises slowly when compared to other
common expenses. Looking at price increases over the last five years, it’s
easy to see electricity remains a good value!
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General Manager

ven though I work in the energy industry, like most
people, I still don’t think much about the electricity
I use. I expect the lights to turn on when I flip the
switch and the coffeemaker to work each morning. Because
electricity is so abundant, we don’t think much about it.
Since many of us have been spending more time at home
over the past few months, we have likely been using more
energy. And yet, we still expect an endless supply of power
with uninterrupted service 24/7. The only time we really
about electricity is when the power goes out or perhaps
when the monthly bill arrives.
Given how electricity powers our modern lifestyle every
day, it’s a great value, especially when compared to other
common services and expenses. For example, think back to
the cost of a gallon of gasoline 20 years ago. Consider the cost
of groceries or a cup of your favorite specialty coffee from
a few years back. In comparison, the cost of electricity has

Average Annual Price Increase 2014-2019
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Electricity Brings
Everyday Value

ELECTRICITY REMAINS
A GOOD VALUE

#811 Day is
Around the Corner

remained largely flat, unlike most other consumer goods.
Like many of you, I have a cell phone to stay connected,
and I subscribe to cable channels so I can enjoy more viewing
options. Many of us consider these necessities for modern
day life. We can see what we’re getting for our money, and
we pay the price for those services. In contrast, when we use
electricity, we don’t necessarily “see” all that we’re getting for
our money.
But considering what electricity does for us, it’s a
tremendous value for our quality of life as well as our
budgets. For comparison, consider that the average rent
increase was nearly 4% (from 2014–2019) according to the
Bureau of Labor Statistics Consumer Price Index (CPI).
The cost of medical care was increased 3% during this time,
and education was not too far behind at 2.6%. So, where did
electricity rank? According to the CPI, electricity increased by
less than half a percentage point, 0.4%.
The bottom line: electricity brings everyday value. In fact,
Tri-County EMC members experience an average of 8 hours
of interrupted electric service last year, the majority from
Hurricane Dorian during the month of September. Considering
that electricity is something that we all use around the clock,
I’m very proud of our track record. At the same time, we are
striving to increase our service reliability, reduce those brief
interruptions and reduce costs. We are continually working to
improve our operations to ensure a smarter grid and exploring
more renewable energy options where possible.
Tri-County EMC provides the reliable service you expect
and deserve as valued members of the co-op. And as your
trusted energy advisor, we want to help you save you energy
and money.
We recognize that the past few months have been
challenging for many of our members and we’re here to help.
If you have questions about your account or are looking for
ways to save energy at home, please give us a call. Tri-County
EMC is your electric co-op and our sole purpose is to serve
you and the needs of our community. That’s everyday value.
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What’s your
Bright Idea?
Apply Early for
the Chance to
Win Extra Cash

Staying Informed About
Outages Just Got Easier
Did you know that you can receive text outage
alerts from Tri-County EMC? This alert will notify
you of a declared and restored outage as well as an
estimated time of restoration.
Sign up today by visiting our customer service
portal at https://tinyurl.com/OutageAlert
è Log into your account or if a “New User,” create an account
è Click on “My Alerts” Tab
è Select “Outage Declared Alert,” “Outage Restored Alert” and
“Estimated Time of Restoration Alert”

Attention, teachers! Do you have
an idea for a creative learning
project geared toward giving your
students a new way to learn? Apply
for a Bright Ideas grant! Educators
who submit a grant application
by the early bird deadline of Aug.
15 are entered to win one of five
$100 gift cards. Tri-County EMC
is awarding up to $1,000 this
year to educators with creative
ideas to bring hands-on learning
to students in K–12 classrooms.
The final deadline to apply is
Sept. 19, but it could pay to apply
early. For more information or
to start your application, go to
NCBrightIdeas.com.

è If you need you need assistance creating your online account,
please contact a TCEMC Member Services Representative at
919-735-2611
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Bright Ideas Early Bird
Deadline: Aug. 15

Energy Efficiency Tip of the Month:
Installing a smart power strip is a quick and easy way to start saving
money while making your home more efficient. Smart power strips can
actually cut power off to save energy since they are able to detect when a
device is in standby mode.
					
							
Source: energy.gov
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#811 Day Serves as a Reminder to Dig Safely

E

ach Aug. 11 (8/11), Tri-County
EMC recognizes 811 Day, an
annual reminder to dial 8-1-1
at least three working days before
beginning any digging project to have
underground utility lines marked. This
free and simple call helps prevent harm
to you and those around you, as well
as repair costs, fines and inconvenient
service disruptions.
According to North Carolina 811,
an underground utility line is damaged
every nine minutes because someone

decided to dig without first calling 811.
A call must be placed to 811 before
every digging project, from simple
landscaping projects like planting
trees or shrubs, to building a deck or
installing a mailbox.
One call to 811 links you to a
local one-call center that notifies all
appropriate utility companies of your
intent to dig. Once all lines are marked
with stakes, flags or paint, remember
to respect the marks and dig with
care. Each utility will mark lines in

a designated color. Be aware of the
tolerance zone, which is 24 inches on
either side of the marked utility, and use
extreme caution if you must dig within
this zone.
NC 811 was founded in 1978, and
811 is now recognized nationally as the
number to “call before you dig.” For
more information about the safe digging
process, visit nc811.org.
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Tenth Annual Scholarship Golf Tournament Canceled
After careful consideration, Tri-County EMC has decided to cancel the 2020 Annual
Golf Tournament due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. Tournament proceeds
would have benefitted the co-op’s scholarship program, which awards $28,000
annually for students.
“While this is a disappointing decision to make, it is in the best interest of public
safety,” said Deidra Grantham, manager of marketing and communications.
“This is an unprecedented situation that we are living through. At this time, we
turn our minds to keeping people safe and offering our thanks to the emergency
and essential workers who are helping those inflicted by this terrible virus.”
The tournament was to be held Sept. 18, 2020, at the Southern Wayne Country
Club. If you would still like to make a donation to the scholarship program, please
contact us at 919-735-2611.

Statement Of NonDiscrimination
This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer. If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of
discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/
complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form. You may also write a letter
containing all of the information requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue,
S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov.
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Management Staff
Tri-County EMC Membership Corporation in
Dudley, N.C., was chartered May 8, 1940.

Kenneth E. Davis, Jr., CPA

Mission Statement:

Robert B. Kornegay

Tri-County Electric Membership Corporation is a
member-driven cooperative committed to
providing reliable electric power at a reasonable
cost, to offering superior service, and to taking an
active role in supporting the communities it serves.

We are here to serve you 24 hours a day,
7 days a week and 365 days a year.

Manager, Finance & Administration
Manager, Member Services
Deidra Grantham, Editor

Manager, Marketing and Communications
Tony Grantham, P. E.

Manager, Engineering
Michael Wood

For Outages or Emergencies:

Manager, Operations

919-735-2611 or 1-800-548-4869

Tamah Hughes

tcemc.com

Manager, Information Technology
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Board of Directors
Carl W. Kornegay, Jr

President

Employee of
the month

Jennings Outlaw

Vice President

William H. Farmer, Jr

Secretary

David Vinson

Treasurer

Keith Beavers
Dallace Grady
Jeff Henderson
Patrick Lynch
Randy McCullen
Worth Overman
Brandy Rouse

Taylor Coates
Taylor Coates is one of 47
employees ready to serve you.
He has worked with Tri-County
EMC since Sept. 6, 2011, and is a
serviceman for the cooperative.
Taylor, his wife, Kala, and
daughter reside in Kenansville.

